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Dialogue Institute Target of Possible Hate Crime 
 

  Kansas City, KS. — On October 21, the offices and community center of the Dialogue 

Institute of Kansas City/Kansas City Raindrop Foundation, was the target of vandalism that is 

now under investigation by the Kansas City, KS, Police Department and the FBI as a possible 

hate crime. 

 

 The incident took place on October 21 at 4:30 p.m at 4215 Shawnee Drive.  

 

 The nonprofit Dialogue Institute and Raindrop Foundation — whose leadership and 

community are primarily Muslims of Turkish origin — aim to promote mutual understanding, 

respect and cooperation among people of diverse faiths and cultures. 

 

 Vandals left a swastika, the anarchy symbol and obscene phrases scrawled across walls 

in the building. Surveillance videos indicate two or three teenagers , at least one of whom was 

armed. They broke in through a window and ransacked the building, which is regularly used 

for meetings, special events and community gatherings. No one was in the building at the time 

of the incident. 

 

 The work of the Dialogue Institute is widely known and regarded across the 

metropolitan area in interfaith, multi-cultural, educational and civic circles. It sponsors the 

annual Friendship Dinner in partnership with the University of Missouri-Kansas City. It also 

initiates numerous activities including interfaith Ramadan dinners, guest speaking 

engagements and touring exhibits. Largely through volunteer efforts, it offers service to 

individuals, communities and service organizations in need. 



  
 

 Anyone with information on the incident is encouraged to contact the Kansas City, KS, 

Police Department or the FBI. 

 

Hate Statement: 

 

“The Dialogue Institute and Raindrop Foundation KC strongly condemns the vandalism 

against our community. Regardless of the perpetrators’ motivations, the use of Nazi symbolism 

is intended to provoke, cause conflict and sow the seeds of hate and mistrust in this country. 

The vandals want to create fear and instability for a group that works hard to foster tolerance 

and interfaith dialogue in Kansas City. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder with our friends and 

partners in condemning this behavior in our inclusive community here in Kansas City.”  


